











-

Mr. Arthur Shoo, Former
Director of Programmes, AACC

Mr Arthur Shoo, who died in Tanzania in February 2021, had
a very long and endearing relationship with the AACC. He
served as AACC’s Director of Programmes between 2006
and 2015.

During his tenure, Mr Shoo greatly touched the lives of all
those who came into contact with him. His impact as AACC
Director of Programmes is remembered to this day across
the continent. Arthur as a gentle giant, and an utmost
professional in his work.

He joined the organization at a time when the AACC was
going through operational difficulties, and had found it
necessary to collapse programmes under one individual,
and reduce staff. He took up what was then a huge task
with enthusiasm, and he was able to manage all the
organisation’s programmes, and deliver to the satisfaction
of AACC’s stakeholders and partners.

For Arthur, the key issue was service, and he never looked
at reward. He was selfless to a fault. When Mindolo
Ecumenical Foundation in Zambia were facing challenges,
AACC dispatched Mr Shoo. Arthur did an organizational
evaluation, and assisted them to come up with a strategic
plan. Mindolo’s progress today is a direct result of that
effort.

Arthur played a pivotal role as the focal point of AACC’s
programme on the Economic Partnership for Africa (EPAs)
in 2008-2010, when he led the churches to push African
governments into ensuring they undertook a critical
examination of these agreements with their European
partners.

In the same vein, AACC sent him severally to assist the
Sierra Leone Council of Churches (SLCC) when they were
facing challenges due to the aftermath of the war. Indeed,
at the time of death, Arthur was scheduled to return to
Sierra Leone to facilitate a review of their strategic plan.

Arthur’s name will be forever etched in the annals of
the ecumenical movement in Africa. His personable and
affable character, and the impact his work created, will
never be forgotten.
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Former General Secretary of
AACC

Rev. Canon Clement Janda, passed on in Uganda on March
13, 2021. Rev. Canon Janda was a member of the clergy
who gave 12 years of his in service to AACC.

His last outing in AACC was when he served as General
Secretary between January 1998-June 2002. At the
time, he was already concerned about the low levels of
participation by Christians in the continent’s affairs.

Rev. Canon Janda was also worried about the state of
spiritualism of the clergy. He warned about the quality of
Christians the continent was producing, and questioned
the depth of their faith. Filled with courage when it came
to fulfilling his divine mission, he led an AACC delegation
to meet rebel leader, Foday Sankoh, during the civil war in
Sierra Leone.

His first tour of duty in AACC was as Associate General
Secretary for three years between 1977 and 1980, when he
was in charge of personnel and administration.

He is fondly remembered by those who worked with him
as an outgoing and friendly man, who always had an open
door policy. He was always ready to listen to the problems
of his staff. He was a hardworking man who ensured the
successful implementation of AACC programmes during
his tenure.

Rev. Canon Janda was born in the Sudan in 1942.He was
ordained as a pastor of the Episcopal Church of the Sudan
(Anglican) in 1970. During the period running up to his
ordination, he served as a refugee officer and deacon
priest with the Church of Uganda from 1969-1970.

In between his two tenures at AACC, Rev. Canon Janda
undertook other senior roles in the ecumenical movement.
Between 1992 and 1997, he was the director of the Mindolo
Ecumenical Foundation in Zambia. Between 1980-1991,

he served as the General Secretary of the Sudan Council

of Churches (SCC). Between 1988-1991, Rev. Canon Janda
became the Executive Secretary of the World Council of
Churches (WCC) in Geneva, where he was responsible

for conflict situations and publication of the magazine
“Commissioners Only.”
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A Guide To Stop
Christians from
Being Misled

any preachers have come up in recent
M times with theologies which have confused

Christians, and led them into wrong
interpretations of the Bible. As a consequence, it has
been difficult for many Christians to discern where the
True Word lies.

That is why AACC decided that it was imperative to
look at this issue, and offer concrete guidance to
Christians to avoid them being led astray. And that is
why, the book, “Misleading Theologies: Addressing
Contextual Misleading Theologies in Africa Today,” is
being published.

The book was found necessary. It is very necessary
because misleading theologies undermine the
sovereignty of Christ, fundamental biblical doctrines
and sound theological ethos. it evidently exploits and
violates the God-given dignity of vulnerable Christians.

The book brings together voices from church

leaders, ordained ministers and lay theologians to
engage in identifying, analysing and deconstructing
misleading theologies emerging in the Africa. It defines
misleading theologies, its features and gaps. Also

the book conveys how African church leadership and
theologians can best address the issue at hand.

The content is made of papers presented during the 1t
Theological Symposium of Misleading theologies held
at Desmond Tutu Conference Center in Nairobi from
October 23 to 27, 2020. This volume offers constructive
and contextual theological discussions that uphold
Christian teaching and beliefs to promote a life with
dignity in the African continent, based on practical
theological beliefs.

The authors discuss different thematic topics among
which issues of health and healing that are pertinent
in Africa and have perpetuated misleading theologies.
The book also addresses issues of wealth and poverty
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Dr. Njoroge Ngigi

Rev. Prof. Bosela Eale

in the context of faith which is critical in misleading
theologies. It articulates how prosperity gospel has
propelled a paradigm shift in understanding material
prosperity as a reflection of one’s faith and poverty as
lack of faith as well as a curse.

The issue of personalization of power and authority
in the contemporary emerging theologies that lead
to misleading practices has been contrasted with
power and authority from God that take into account
the respect and dignity of human beings as well as
governments regulations on religious institutions.

It has been edited by Rev. Prof. Bosela Eale, AACC
Director for Theology, Interfaith Relations and Ecclesial
Leadership Development, and Dr. Njoroge Ngigi, Head
of Department of Theology, Religious Studies and
Counselling at Kenya Methodist University.

The book is available for sale from the publishers,
Regnum of London, United Kingdom. To access, go to
https://www.regnumbooks.net/products/addressing-
contextual-misleading-theologies-in-africa-today

Rev. Prof. Bosela Eale is the AACC Director of Theology
and Ecclesial Leadership. He can be reached at
boselaeale@aacc-ceta.org
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Putting Men at the Frontline of
the Battle For Gender Justice

AACC Campaign To Recruit Male Champions for Change
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Uganda launched its programme on the Role ofMen In advancing Gender Justice on December 12, 2020, at Pope Paul
Memorial Hotel, Rubaga.

piloting an innovative programme for greater for gender justice representing different regions
involvement of men in combating gender based  within the AACC Constituency. This Consultation was
violence. necessitated by the rising cases of domestic violence
and child abuse linked to Covid-19
pandemic, the most shocking being

The All Africa Conference of Churches (AACC) is  Africa”, which brought together 33 male champions

This campaign comes as a result of the

realisation that the fight for gender
justice has largely left men out.

“Advocacy for gender justice
particularly in Africa has been done
mainly by women and as a women’s
issue, says Rev. Dr. Lydia Mwaniki,
Director of Gender and Women at
AACC, adding that AACC nevertheless
recognises that men are critical allies
for gender equality, and are often
strong drivers for change especially in
patriarchal societies.”

the surging of adolescents/teenage
pregnancies in different countries
on the continent.

COVID-19 pandemic has complicated
Gender Based Violence (GBV).
There has been alarming increase of
violence as result of the lockdown
imposed across the country.

The UNFPA estimates that 13 million
girls could be forced into child
marriage, and two millionmore could

Rev. Dr Lydia Mwaniki

. undergo Female Genital Mutilation
The ball was set rolling on July.28, . (FGM) in the next decade, beyond what would have
2020, V\:‘hen the AACC_ hosted a virtual Consult.atlo'n been expected due to COVID-19 global disruption of
on the “Role of Men in Enhancing Gender Justice i ofrorts to end both practices. Additionally, the World
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A cross section of members padsing for a group photo. Two ladies center in red Hon. Patricia Kaliati and Rev.
Mirriam Chipeta Banda Vice Synod Moderator for Blantyre Synod. 4th from right in clerical Rev. Moyenda Kanjer-

wa standing next to Cedric in a red tie.

Vision has also projected that as many as one million
girls across sub-Saharan Africa may not return to
school due to pregnancy during COVID-19 school
closures.

As a follow-up, AACC seeks to accelerate men’s
activism for gender justice through setting up an
AACC Platform of Male Champions for Gender Justice in
pilot countries.

The programme began in earnest in December
2020, when the Platform was established in three
Anglophone countries: Nigeria, Uganda and Malawi.
Encouraged by the reception in the first three pilot
countries, AACC moved to expand the platform. It

1

has identified three Francophone countries where the
exercise will be carried out, namely Cameroon (which
is both Francophone and Anglophone), DRC and Togo,
as well as Kenya.

The platform in each country starts with the
identification of a prominent church leader willing
to champion the establishment of the Platform. The
prominent leader identifies ten focal persons (men) to
spearhead the setting-up of the platform

Under the leadership of the prominent church leader,
the ten focal persons hold an inception meeting to
identify contextual gender issues affecting women’s
rights and gender equality, and develops an action
~ plan to address the issues.

It is hoped that the programme will
bring about increased participation
of men in advocacy for gender
justice in Africa, and lower the levels
of GBV in the continent starting with
the pilot countries.

Nigeria launched its platform for Male Champions for Gender Justice on
December 10, 2020, in the Jubilee Hall in Abuja. Officiating at the event was
His Eminence Rev. Dr. Samson Ayokunle (in red cap), who is the promoter for

Nigeria of this initiative. Consulting with him is Rev. Dr. Lesmore Gibson Ezekiel,

AACC’s Director of Programmes.
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'/ Quarterly Calendar April-June 2021

° Keep A Date

ACTIVITY

Participation in presidential election

th_q 2th

7713 monitoring
Psycho-social support workshop on

12th-15t% migrant support for Anglophone West
Africa

14th_17th Exchanges on activities related to
migration and human trafficking

29t Virtual meeting with beneficiaries of AACC

Widows’ grants

Establishment of a Platform of Male

L ey Champions for Gender Justice in DRC

Iz\/cl)az); N 2nd Pan African Youth Essay Competition

18-21 Roundtzflble on clil.n.ate‘change on
adaptation and mitigation

MEvRG Influencing the AU Regional Economic

Communities (RECs)

25 May 2021

Africa. My Home. My Future. Webinar

5th World Environment Day
15t 17 Exchange program on entrepreneurship
for women entrepreneurs
16t Day of the African Child
th In country peace workshop on the role of
16-17 . T
churches in peacebuilding
Justice for Widows Campaign /Internation-
23rd .
al Widows Day
June Advocacy towards the African Union, &
the diplomatic community in Addis Ababa.
28-2" July Agenda 2063 training
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DESMOND TUTU CONFERENCE CENTRE

, an dffiliate of All Africa Conference of
Churches (AACC) is located along Waiyaki Way, Westlands within the AACC

compound. Itis only 30 minutes'drive from Jomo Kenyatta International Airport
(JKIA); during low traffic.

‘la‘ﬂ\\xmam : = - ',_ :I'!":'.I_'r'.r]." From board room style

il N | =med executive meetings, conferences, product launches,
T I
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corporate events or exhibitions, we cater for all events.

. All our 9 conference rooms are well equipped and have
| helpful and experienced event managers who will help
W in planning and hosting your meeting or event from 4
paxtoamaximum of 1000 pax

We offer a choice of 104 tastefully
furnished and cosy Standard and superior rooms *
suitable for business and leisure travelers, safari
and conference groups, newlyweds, couples and |
families. |

‘‘‘‘‘

Other services include;
Dining restaurant | Ultra modern gym | Events garden | Large free parking space | A gift shop
and a business Centre

Desmond Tutu Conference Centre | P.O. Box 14205 00800 Westlands, Nairobi, Kenya
Tel: +254 20 444 0224/+254 20 4442215 | Mob: +254 710 734 728 (office)
E-mail: reservations@aacc-ceta.org _
www.desmondtutuconferencecentre.org D3l



